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28% OF GLOBAL 
EMISSIONS ARE FROM 

OPERATIONAL CARBON



11% OF GLOBAL 
EMISSIONS ARE FROM 
EMBODIED CARBON



#BuildingLife

Call on the European 

Commission and national 

governments to support 

#BuildingLife by committing 

to ambitious policies to 

tackle the total 

environmental impact —

both carbon and resource 

related — across the entire 

lifecycle of a building.



HEADLINE

SUB HEADLINE

50% of all extracted 
material

35% of the EU’s total 
waste



Buildings are blowing the budget 

We expect to build a city the size of  New York every month

Global carbon budget for 1.5oC is just 420 GtCO2e

By 2050, embodied carbon of construction will emit 

>100GtCO2e

Or 25% of our global budget!



Mission critical

EU green deal is our last chance to show world what a 1.5 degree 
pathway looks like 

Construction sector must tackle TOTAL impact - emissions of full life cycle  or we will 
blow the carbon budget. 

Countries must adopt whole life carbon targets in the sector by 2030. 

EU must lead here before 2025. 

Few countries are on track.



Our vision

By 2050, new buildings, infrastructure and renovations will have net 
zero embodied carbon, and all buildings, including existing buildings, 
must be net zero operational carbon.

A net zero embodied carbon building (new or renovated) is highly 
resource efficient with upfront carbon minimised to the greatest 
extent possible and all remaining embodied carbon reduced or, as a 
last resort, offset in order to achieve net zero across the lifecycle.



Levers of change



#BUILDINGLIFE 
PROJECT

BuildingLife is a regional 

project that will support and 

accelerate the ambitions of 

the EU’s Green Deal in the 

building sector through:

● EU whole life carbon policy 

roadmap 

● 10 National whole life carbon 

roadmaps

● EU leaders’ forum

● Governments working group

● Whole life carbon 

commitment



“Green and sustainable 

buildings could solve 

50% of resource 

efficiency and 40% of 

climate challenge and 

ensure better living 

conditions. Let’s do it!”

SIRPA PIETIKÄINEN MEP

European People’s Party

Finland






